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UNCLAS PHNOM PENH 4778 

USINFO ALSO FOR VOA NEWSROOM 
USINFO ALSO FOR lEA 
BANGKOK FOR HEDGES 

BANGKOK, HONG KONG AND SAIGON FOR VOA CORRESPONDENTS 
STATE FOR S/PRS AND EA/P 
SECDEE FOR OASD/PA 

SUBJECT: KHMER SITUATIONER UP-DATE - APRIL 2, 1974 

1. IN A PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY IN PHNOM PENH, PRIME MINSTER 
LONG BORET ANNOUNCED A DECREE ESTABLISHING A NEW EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL. ACCORDING TO THE PRIME MINISTER, THE COUNCIL WILL 
(A) EXAMINE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS SUBMITTED TO IT BY THE KHMER 
GOVERNMENT AND THE FANK HIGH COMMAND AND (B) ASSIST PRESI- 
DENT LON NOL IN IMPLEMENTING AND INCREASING THE EEFICIENCY OF 
THE KHMER REPUBLIC'S MILITARY AND POLITICAL POLICIES. 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER STATED THAT, UNLIKE THE HIGH POLITICAL 
COUNCIL WHICH WAS ABOLISHED ON SUNDAY, THE NEW EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL HAS NO LEGISLATIVE POWERS. THE DISSOLUTION OF 

THE FORMER HIGH POLITICAL COUNCIL,HE STRESSED, DOES NOT 
MEAN THAT THERE WILL BE ANY CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT POLICIES. 

3. LONG BORET ALSO ANNOUNCED THE CREATION OE THE NEW 
POST OF HIGH ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PHNOM 04778 021034Z 

SAID THAT PRESIDENT LON NOL HAS APPOINTED FORMER HIGH 
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POLITICAL COUNCIL MEMBER LT. GENERAL SIRIK MATAK TO THAT 
POSITION.THE HIGH ASSISTANT IS ONE OF THREE MEMBERS OF 
THE NEW EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, THE PRESIDENT OF WHICH IS 
REPUBLIC PRESIDENT LON NOL. THE OTHER TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL ARE PRIME MINISTER LONG BORET AND FANK COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF MAJ. GENERAL SOSTHENE FERNANDEZ. 

4. ASKED BY REPORTERS WHETHER HIS GOVERNMENT HAS HAD ANY CON- 
TACTS WITH THE OTHER SIDE CONCERNING PEACE, THE PRIME MINISTER 
SAID THERE WERE "INCREDIBLE RUMORS AND SPECULATION" BUT THEY 
WERE ONLY THAT. HE SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT IS NOT DIS- 
COURAGED AND HAS NEVER LOST PATIENCE, BUT THUS FAR THERE HAS 
BEEN NO SERIOUS RESPONSE FROM THE OTHER SIDE. 

5. ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING A COALITION 
GOVERNMENT IN CAMBODIA SIMILAR TO THE ONE IN LAOS, LONG BORET 
REPLIED THAT THE SITUATION IN LAOS AND CAMBODIA ARE DIFFERENT. 
THE LAOTION SOLUTION, HE SAID, CANNOT BE COPIED IN CAMBODIA. 

HE STRESSED THAT THE CAMBODIAN PROBLEM WILL HAVE TO BE 
SOLVED BY KHMER BUT THE SOLUTION HAS NOT YET BEEN FOUND. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, COALITION GOVERNMENT, PRESS CONFERENCES, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974PHNOM04778 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740072-1112 
From: PHNOM PENH 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740472/aaaacoeg.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: shawdg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 MAY 2002 by bryansd0>; APPROVED <16 DEC 2002 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KHMER SITUATIONER UP-DATE - APRIL 2, 1974 
TAGS: PFOR, CB, (LONG BORET) 

To: n/a 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



